[image: ][image: A black and blue sign with text

Description automatically generated with low confidence]256 Williamstown Road

   	    Ottawa, OH  45875
    	    Phone:  419-523-5608
            Fax:  419-523-4171
        Email:  pchd@putnamhealth.com
   Website:  www.putnamhealth.com 

“Working towards a healthy and safe Putnam County”
	

Our mission is to protect, promote and improve the health, safety and quality of life of the Putnam County community.


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date:  July 24, 2023

Contact:  Jessica Sanders
	   419-523-5608
	   Jessica.sanders@putnamhealth.com


Testing for West Nile Virus in Putnam County

OTTAWA, OHIO- Each summer, mosquitoes are a familiar biting pest in backyards, parks, and campgrounds. In Ohio, mosquito-borne illnesses are most often transmitted during the warmest months, May through October. The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Zoonotic Disease Program, in partnership with local health departments, are conducting statewide mosquito testing. ODH collaborated with Putnam County Health Department to trap mosquitoes throughout Putnam County and test them for West Nile Virus starting in July. 
“The Putnam County Health Department looks forward to working with the Ohio Department of Health on this joint effort,” said Director of Environmental Health, Putnam County Health Department, Beth Skulina.  
If any mosquito samples in Putnam County test positive for West Nile Virus, the Putnam County Health Department will promptly inform the public. The most effective way to prevent mosquito-borne diseases is to prevent being bitten by mosquitoes.  The best suggested way to avoid the West Nile Virus is to apply repellents or treat standing water near your property. For more information visit: https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/zoonotic-disease-program/news/vectorborne-disease-update  
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